198                                LOTH AIR.

certain conditions niay for a time regulate a polished
society; but ethics with atheism arc impossible; and with-
out ethics 110 human order can bo strong or permanent.

The Church comes forward, and, without equivocation,
offers to establish direct relations between God and man.
Philosophy denies its title, and disputes its power. Why ?
Because they are founded on the supernatural. What is
the supernatural ? Can there be anything more miraculous
than the existence of man and the world ? anything' more
literally supernatural than the origin of things ? The
Church explains what no one else pretends to explain, and
which, everyone agrees, it is of first moment should be
made clear.

The clouds of a summer eve were glowing in the creative
and flickering blaze of the vanished sun, that had passed
like a monarch from the admiring sight, yet left his pomp
behind. Tiie golden and umber vapours fell into forms
that to the eye of the musing Lothair depicted the objects
of his frequent meditation. There seemed to rise in the
horizon the dome and campaniles and lofty aisles of sonic
celestial fane, such as he had often more than dreamed of
raising to the revealed author of life and death. Altars
arose and sacred shrines, and delicate chantries and fretted
spires ; now the flashing phantom of heavenly choirs, and
fchon the dim response of cowled and earthly cenobitee :

Theso are black Vospex's pageants I